


Why do we give money to our local church? How do we decide how 
much? What does faithfulness look like in the overwhelming and 
complex world of personal finance? The key to these, and all the other 
questions that rise out of the complicated relationship between God, 
money, and church, comes down to this word: Transformation. 
  
God is in the business of transformation. In my first few months at St. 
Mark’s, it has been my privilege to hear many of your stories about the 
ways God has transformed your lives, and the unique and various roles 
this parish family has played in those journeys. There is something 
special about this place. It is a place of hospitality, generosity, and grace. 
It is family. And I can feel it transforming my life already. 
  
Another thing God transforms is bread and wine. Through the prayers of the church, 
concentrated in a priest, God transforms the bread and wine into the body and blood of Christ. 
Bread and wine are symbols that represent the products of our human labor—the ordinary stuff 
we eat in lean times, the celebratory stuff we drink in joyful times, and everything in between. 
They are brought forward by members of the congregation and placed—offered—on the altar. 
Then God transforms them, and offers them back to us as something different. God transforms 
our ordinary stuff into something extraordinary, something supernatural, something better 
than we could have ever hoped for: an instrument of grace. 
  
God also transforms our money. The plates are passed and they too are brought forward and 
offered at the altar. What happens next? Well, the money is deposited into the bank. But its 
journey doesn’t stop there. Like the bread and wine, God, through the Church, transforms it 
into something else. It is transformed into breakfast tacos for the family formation hour, into 
HEB cards for the homeless, into Godly Play figurines through which our children learn the 
gospel, and into air-conditioning so we can worship without distraction. Our money is 
transformed into a choir that for brief moments lifts us to the gates of heaven. It is transformed 
into food and shelter for me and my family, so that I’m free to pour my life into yours. In short, 
God works so your money is transformed into ministry, and then offered back to you—and to 
our community—as a gift. 
  
That’s the reason to give: Transformation. The joy of our life together as a congregation is that 
we get to participate in God’s radical transforming work. The money you give, the time you 
spend, the talent you share—they are all offerings that will be transformed. They are better 
than a front row seat to history’s greatest show, they are invitations to come be actors on the 
stage. Whatever you give—however much, however little, whatever kind—will be transformed 
and given back to you and to our world. There is no limit to what God can accomplish through 
the raw material of our lives. 
  
What a joy it is to be a Christian. What a privilege it is to give to St. Mark’s. 

            
           Fr. Zac

  





Melissa Blanding, Senior Warden 

I consider myself fortunate to have grown up in a church. When I think back to my 
childhood and what Faith looked like in my family, I have many wonderful examples. One 
that always stands out is my sweet, 98 year-old grandmother and her dedication to 
pledging to her church. 

Even as small children she made sure we knew her pledge to the church was the first 
expense each month, not whatever was leftover at the end of the month.  After all, it 
wasn’t really an expense, but an investment. Though she lost two husbands before she was 
70 and has been on a fixed income for decades, she has continued to pledge. 

I confess it took me much longer in life to regard pledging as a priority. Soon after we 
married, Chris and I began searching for a church home. We knew we wanted to find a place where we felt we 
gained something individually and as a couple. More importantly, we wanted to find a home where we felt 
connected and wanted to give of our time, talents, and our money.  We are proud that St. Mark’s is home for us. 
And in following my grandmother’s example, our pledge to the church is an investment we make at the 
beginning of each month. Our family has already seen huge returns on this investment and we are excited 
about watching those returns shape the lives of our children as they grow in this St. Mark’s family.

Mark Reed, Organist and Director of Music 

As I enter my ninth year as Music Director at St. Mark’s, I am continually 
impressed and humbled by the outstanding parish I have the privilege to 
serve. St. Mark’s is a caring, committed, and welcoming community. The 
beautiful music that fills our services is only possible because of our talented 
and hard-working musicians, and the generosity of our congregation.

Here’s a few concrete ways your support is helpful. Your gifts support our 
choir section leaders, assistants for Choristers and Youth Ensemble, cantors 
at 9:00, and guest instrumentalists and singers for special services. Worship is 
enhanced when our choirs have a diverse and growing repertoire of music to 
sing. Your gifts provide new sheet music for our choirs, soloists, and instrumentalists, and help us maintain a 
well-stocked music library. Our active and vibrant choirs need supplies, equipment, and occasional nourishment 
to sing well. Your gifts allow us to purchase vestments, folders, recordings, speakers, instructional materials, 
books, rhythm instruments, and snacks for extended rehearsals.

It is my conviction that in a disposable world of instant gratification and increasingly polarized demographics, 
the church offers something timeless and timely in its music. We offer participation in a song that has 
continued for generations and will continue for generations to come. We invite people to sing their faith 
through the words of some of the greatest saints, theologians, and poets that have ever lived, alongside hymns 
written by living Christians, who struggle with the issues of our time. If we believe that words matter, then we 
must believe that the music which carries the words matters.  Aside from its scriptures and prayers, the 
greatest gift the church has passed down to us is its song. In his first letter to the Corinthians, Paul writes: I will 
pray with the spirit, and I will pray with the understanding also: I will sing with the spirit, and I will sing with the 
understanding also.

Turning your financial gifts into music is a responsibility and an honor that I take seriously. My hope is that the 
music of St. Mark’s will be truly excellent—authentic and appropriate in its context, challenging and inspiring in 
its vision. Thank you for partnering with me.



Scott Forrest, Junior Warden 

When I think about giving my money to our church, I think less about specific Bible 
verses that tell me that I should. Instead, I think about the early Christians. How they 
lived a much different life that I do today.

They were clearly in the minority. So they huddled together: in the upper room with 
Jesus, on the night of the last supper; after his crucifixion, when their entire world was 
turned upside-down and in-side out; and after the Holy Spirit descended and lit the fire 
within them. I think of the years of the early church, when our Christian ancestors met in 
each other’s homes, with the looming threat of being found out and persecuted, often to 
the point of death. I’m grateful that my family doesn’t live in those times - that I can come 
and go at any time. But I’m also aware of the wonderful community that we have built. 

In spite of all of our wealth – and even though, by today’s standards, I sometimes don’t feel very wealthy, at all – 
we have managed to create a community that depends on each other. Maybe not for life and limb, but for the 
richness of human connection that makes life meaningful.

When I give I feel like I’m helping, in a very tangible way, to create our community. I’m making a commitment, 
to people I love and care for, and who love and care for me and my family. It’s not the only way that I give, but 
it’s one of the meaningful ways I give.  And that’s what I think about when I give to St. Mark’s.

Susan & Clarence Bonnen 
Before Susan and I came to St. Mark’s in 1996 we would contribute to whatever church 
we attended in plate donations of $5, $10, or $20 dollars. When we started at St. 
Marks we made our first yearly pledge within a year of joining.

Yes, we were reminded of the ten percent tithing rule.  I had heard of it during my days 
as a Roman Catholic.  In 1996 that seemed daunting to us.  Instead, we began thinking 
in terms of the importance of St. Mark’s in our spiritual lives.  We began to think of the 
services and activities that we regularly paid for such as utilities, or the cost of cable tv 
for a whole year, or the cost of keeping a child in a soccer league.  Surely, St. Mark’s was 
worth more than the cost of these. So, we began to pledge amounts equivalent to or 
greater than the yearly cost of these things. The pledge spread over a year did not seem to be too financially 
taxing.  At the time, Susan worked while I took care of Ben, Kate, and our home. Whenever Susan got a raise, 
we tried to make sure that St. Mark’s also got a raise. As Ben began second grade, I started a full-time job at 
the University as a software developer.  We had decided that I should work full-time to save toward Ben and 
Kate’s college educations. The dual income also allowed us to nearly double our giving to the church.

Around that same time St. Mark’s was running a building campaign that resulted in new offices and Grace 
Chapel.  It was suggested that you take what you normally pledge and make that same commitment over 3 
years to the building campaign.  Susan and I wanted to play our part. Nonetheless, we worried that we might 
not be able to meet our regular pledge on top of the building campaign pledge. At this time we felt that our 
pledging commitments were a significant challenge to our budget. Our worries turned out to be misplaced. 
Besides, this was our spiritual home where we shared our love of God and our neighbors.  The building 
campaign proved that we had room to grow at levels we would have previously not thought possible.

Since then we keep trying to push ourselves a little harder each year and remember that we can always be 
more generous towards St. Mark’s, our spiritual home.
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 Stewardship Q&A’s 

Q.   Are you asking me to give money in 2018 for 2019?
A. No, the church is asking you to make a pledge (a commitment in faith) for 2019. That is, let the church know what you will 

give for the fiscal year beginning January 1, 2019.

Q.  Why is the campaign happening now?
A. Receiving pledges now gives the vestry (our 15 person board) plenty of time to plan and set the budget for next year. It 

gives the rector time to make staff hires for the next year if the budget will allow. Traditionally, St. Mark’s, along with most 
Episcopal churches, conducts a Stewardship campaign in the fall for the following year. 

Q.   What does the vestry hope the 2019 budget will accomplish?
A. The proposed budget is first and foremost a commitment to keeping what’s good about St. Mark’s good. Most line items are 

unchanged from prior years. The main exception is that this proposal adds a full-time Family Minister position, which will 
replace and expand the role of the Director of Religious Education (D.R.E.) This budget also includes provision to receive a 
Curate in July 2019, which will be dependent on us receiving a Quinn Grant from the Diocese. 

Q.   How can I submit my pledge?
A. Pledge cards are handed out at the M&M meals. Extra cards are available in the Narthex, Parish Hall, or on our website.   

You can return your completed pledge card in the mail, in the offering plate, or drop it by the church office.

Q.   Is there a deadline for turning in my pledge? 
A. We encourage everyone to turn in their pledge card on Ingathering Sunday, which is November 4th.  At all services on 

that day, there will be an opportunity to place your pledge card at the altar.  If you’re not able to be there on that Sunday, or 
if that doesn’t give you enough time to prayerfully discern your 2019 commitment, the office will receive pledge cards 
through the end of the year. 

Q.   How much should I give?
A. St. Mark’s encourages our members to use the biblical standard of the tithe (See Numbers 18:21). Of course, this is a 

decision for each household to reach prayerfully. We are grateful for all gifts. Our average pledge last year was $3,412. 

Q.    What is a tithe?
A.  A tithe means "tenth," or 10% of annual income. If you feel you can't give at that level, we still encourage you to think about 

your giving in terms of percentage of income. If you're retired or on a fixed income, a tithe might mean something different 
at this stage of life. The important thing is that God calls us to joyfully give towards the work of the church from what God 
has given us.

Q.   Once 2019 rolls around, how do I send in monies towards my pledge?
A.   There are several ways:

1. Place a check or cash in the offering plate on Sundays (if you use cash, put it in an envelope and write your name on it 
to credit your account).

2. Set up a recurring gift using your bank's online bill pay (easy for you, no transaction fee for the church).
3. Give securely online with a credit card or your banking information: https://stmarksaustin.org/giving/ (transaction fee 

incurred).
4. You can also transfer stock or other securities. You can transfer funds directly from an IRA, for example. Contact our 

Treasurer, Mark Reed, with any questions about how to give.

Q.   Can I prepay my pledge?
A. Yes. Some of our members will choose to "prepay": they will give part or all of their 2019 pledge in 2018. If you choose to 

prepay, the church will deposit the monies now, but will keep these gifts in a separate account. The church will not draw on 
prepays until 2019. 

Q.   I've got other questions. Who can I contact?
A. You can reach out to the rector, our vestry, our treasurer, or to your Stewardship Committee members by replying to this 

email. You can always feel free to call the church or grab us after Sunday services. We're glad to talk stewardship! 
Additionally, we invite you to Sunday School at 10:00 AM in Grace Chapel on Oct. 28. We will have some 
time for more Q&A about Stewardship.

https://stmarksaustin.org/giving/
https://stmarksaustin.org/giving/

